FEMINISM   IN   NYASALAND

and the father will say: 'Go and speak with her brother.'
It is always the brother, or the uncle on the mother's side,
who is consulted as the weightiest authority; but this is not
to be looked upon as a disregard of parental authority;
quite the contrary, parents are considered to stand so high
above their children that to consult them in anything, or
even to hold a conversation with them, would be an
unthinkable piece of audacity on the children's part.

Before the two young people agree to live with one
another, there is always the same exchange of questions
and answers, almost like a ritual.

'Have you not got another man?'

'No!'

'Surely you lie; you have another man!'

'No, truly; I am telling the truth.'

Xhe brother is then called upon, for confirmation or
otherwise.

If, during the term of probation, the young people dis-
cover that they cannot agree, or if the family of one of the
two parties objects to the choice made, they separate. In
one case, for instance, in which one of my servants wanted
to marry a young girl, the latter's family decided, after she
had come to live with him, to settle in another district.
Now, among the Wayao, as a general rule, the husband
follows the woman and lives in her village. But in this
case the bridegroom's family, a body against whose
decisions there is no appeal, declared with one accord
that they did not wish him to leave the district in which
they were living. So there was nothing left for the two but
to separate.
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